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precuring fencing maferial would not be
lost sight of. It has not been lost sight of.
I have kept in touch with England and the
Eastern States, but we would be mad to
give the Commonwealth a big order for
fencing material unless they could quote
us the price. To give them a signed cheque
with power to fill it in for any amount
would be madness. The people could not
pay for it. The member for Kimberley is
the direct opposite of the member for
Subiaco (Mr, Brown). The member for
Kimberley would say nothing good of State
enterprise. The member for Subiaco gave
me the surprise of my life by expounding
the theory of nationalising most of our
industries.

Mr. Hickmott: Everything but bakeries,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T would
zsk the member for Kimberley, if there
had heen no State stéamers, what would
kave been the position of the people in the
North-West daoring the. past few years?®
The reply would probably be that, if the
State had not stepped in, other steamship
companies would have supplied the want.

Mr, Durack: Where would we be to-day
but for the privately-owned steamers which
carry supplies to the Worth-West?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I might
osk where shall we be shortly if the ‘‘Min.
deroo’’ and ‘‘Charon’’ go elsewhere. The
fitnte steamers, plying on the North-West
coagt, have been of great benefit, and have
saved the people muech. I am sorry our
steamers are hung up. I wish we had more
of them, ag their employment on the North-
west coast would do mueh to reduce fthe
cost of meat in tha metropolitan area and
southern districts. If it had not been for
the steamers, I do not kuow where our
wheat farmers would have beenm, beecause
there would bave been mno superphosphate
for them. In conclusion, I hope members
will $ry to cateh a little of our Premier’s
optimism; it is badly needed in Weatern
Australia to-day.

Question put and passed; the Address, a8’

aniended, agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT AMEND-
MENT,

Restoration.

Message from the Counnéil, requesting the
Asgembly to resume the comsideration of
the Bill for an Act to amend the State
Children Act, 1907, at the stage which it had
reached last session, now considered.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington): I move—
That the State Children Act Amend-
meunt Bill, which lapsed last seasién by

- reason of the prorogation of Parliament,

(3]

mier;
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after it had been read a second time and
before it had been considered in Com-
mittee, be restored to the Notice Paper
at the stage it had then reached.

Question put and passed.

House adiourned af 9.29 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers. - -

QUESTION—EXPULSIONS FROM
EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it & fact that the police in the
Eastern Goldfields have requested certain
residents bto leave the district? - 2, If so,
what is the reason, and by what statutory
authority is this being done? 3, What ae-
tion is the Government taking to maintain
eonstituted awthority, and to prevent the un-
authorised and unlawful attempt to force
eitizens and other residents ont of the dis-
triet?

The MINIBSTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. Certain people were advised that,
owing to the fecling created against

foreigners by the murder of a rettrned sol-
dier, it would be in their interests and the
interests of public peace for thém to change '
their locale for the timé being at least, as
this was considered the hest method of
avoiding friction and, possibly, a serious dis-
turbance of the peace. 2, Answered by
No.1. 8, The CGovernment have strengthencd
the poliee force besides taking the action
mentioned in reply to Question I, which has
proved most effective in upholding eonsti-
toted aunthority. .

QUESTION—--INSURANCE
FANIES’ DEPOSITS.

W. C. ANGWIN asked the Pre-
1, What is the total amount de-
posited by the insurance companics with the
Colonial Treasurer in accordanee with ‘‘The

COM-
Hon.
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Insurance Companies Aect, 1918°'% 2, What
is the total amount granted or promised to
be granted by loan to persons or compunics
for agsistance to establish industries or other
purpose, and on what conditions? 3, Who
are the persons or companies to whom such
grants are made or promised to be made?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £200,000. 2,
£120,000 on basis of £ for £ of subscribed
capital, interest at the rate of 514 per cent.,
first mortgage over security for repayments,
3, West Australian Meat Exports Cewmpany,
Limited; Westralian Meat Works, Gerald-
ton; Nor’-West Meat Works, Limited, Car-
narvon.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Mr. Muollany and read a
first time.

PAPERS—FREEZING ‘WORKS,
FREMANTLE.

On motion by Hon. W, C. ANGWIN
ordersd: That all papers relating to the
erection of freezing works at Fremantle be
laid on the Table.

RETURN—FREMANTLE WHARF, COST
OF POLICE SERVICE.

On motion by Mr. JONES ordered: That
o Return be laid on the Table showing the
cost of police service on the Fremantle wharf
from March 29 to May 5, 1919.

RETURN—POLICE BENEFIT FUND.

On motion by Mr. JOHNSTON ordered:
That a Return be laid on the Table showing:
1, The amount to credit of the Police Benefit
Fund on 30th June, 1909. 2 The number of
members of the Police Force contributing to
the fund at that date, and the rates of their
contribution. 3, The amount to credit of the
Police Benefit Fund on 30th June, 1919. 4,
The number of members of the Police Foree
contributing to the fund at that date, and
the rates of their contribution. 5, The
amoun} disbursed by this fund during each
of the past ten years, respectively.

BILL STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Btubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines (for the Colonial Secretary) in charge
of the Bill, -

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 4 of
principal Aet:

[ABSEMBLY.]

The MINTSTER FOR MINES:
an amendnent— .
That in line 7 the words ‘“a child com-
mitted to an institution?’ be struck out
and ‘‘convicted child’’ inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed; the clause

I move

.as amended agreed to.

Clanse 4—Addition of section to Part ITL:
Mr, SMITH: Is it intended to appoint a

magistrate specially for the Children’s
Court?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not

necessarily, though one might be desirable
in Perth, where the work is heavy. The
chances are that one will be appointed for

Perth. = At present the work devolves upou

magistrates who are pretty fully oceupied
othersise.

Hon, T. WALEER: Can the Minister
state what magistrates have visited institu-
tions for the care of children, and on what
occasions those visits were paid? I under-
stand such vigits are of rare occurrence; and
in the case of children something more than
8 casnal inspection is needed. The clause as
it stands means that anybody and everybody
shall attend to this work; and that means
nobody. So far as I ean gather, the work is
at present really neglected.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Institutions for
the eare of children are frequently visited by
officers of the State Cbhildren Department.
However, there ecan be no harm in appeinting
a special magistrate to visit the institutions,
if only to relieve the fear cntertained in
some (quarters that they are not carried on
in a proper manrer. The appointment of a
special magistrate does not seem to come
under this clanse. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: Seeing that the
Children's Court consists of women and men
justices in addition to the police or resident
magistrate, why shonld the right to visit in-
stitutions be restricted to this proposed
special magistrate? It would be well if the

other members of the court algo made peri-

odical visits to the institutions to which they
commit children. Thereby they would gain
& firmer grasp of their duties. .

Mr. Smith: Tt ought o be eompnlsory for
the other members of the Children’s Court to
vigit the institutions.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Possibly. It is not
intended, I presame, that every justice of
the peace shall be empowered tn make visits
of inspection.

The MINTSTEER FOR WMINES: It is a
question whethar other memhers of the Child-
ren’s Court should alsc be appointed by the
Governor in Council to visit these institutions,
Perhaps we had better try first appointing the
special magistrate for that purpese. The
chief object in having a special magistrate is
to get him to make a study of child life.
Possibily, the same thing is desirable in the
case of the other members of the Children’y
Court. However, this power heing in ihe
nature of an innovation, let us in the first
instance restrict it to the special magistrate.
The prineiple ean be carried further, if rieces-
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+ gary. Though the institutions are not visited
by magistrates, their inspection is by wuo
means neglected. They are inspected by de-
partmental officers, who apply themselves to
this particular matter, and who should be held
responsible. So far, let me add, they have not
been found wanting. Numbers of casual in-
spectors walking in and out of institutious to
inguire into complaints made by irresponsible
persons would not be for the benefit of either
the children or the public.

Hon. T. WALKER: The principal Aet ab-
solutely destroys respomsibility se far as
magistrates are concerned. We have no
speeial magistrates in the sense of this Bill
The Bill does mot alter the dJefinition of
‘*special magistrate,’”’ and that, as defined
by the existing Act, means anybody—a police
magistrate, a Government resident, & resident
magistrate, or a justiee of the peaee nomin-
ated by the Government for purposes of the
Act. All magistrates are special magistrates
for the purposes of the Act, [t is left to
everybody. If there be anything at all in the
view taken by the Minister as to the import-
aunce of the study of child life—and I know
of nothing more important—one cannot have
too much inspection and judicions supervision.
The Minister points out thal inspections are
made by the officers of the department. I
can conceive of no worse elass of supervision.

The Minister for Mines: They have no in-.

terests to serve.

Hon, T. WALKER: They have, for it has
become a department.

The Minister for Mines: A very valuable
one.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly, if rightly
run. But in some instances it is doing as
much harm as good. The court itself is be-
coming too mueh like a police court.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: That has nothing to
do with the institutions.

Hon. T. WALEKER: True, but T am reply-
ing to the Minister. If we eontemplate hav-
ing special magistrates, they should be nomin-
ated. It should be somebody’s particular duty
to make this snpervision. I would limit the
selection of men for the purpose to people
of experience. Not every irresponsible magis-
trate ov justice of the peace shouid be con-
stantly urged to visit these institutions. The
supervision should be left exclusively to per-
sons of knowledge and judgment, and it
ghonld be eompulsory for those specially
appointed persons to visit the instifutions.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Hearing the mem-
ber for Kanowna, one would think that the
institutions were run for gain, that those in
charge of them were there for what they
conld make, and not to render assistance te
the children under their eare. Many of those
officials have-no salary at all, but are giving
their services solely in the interests of the
children.  Consequently, there is not that
necessity for close inspection which the hon,
member wonld have us believe. As for the
officers of the department, they have ne in-
terests whatever, beyond that of the wel-
fare of the ehildren.
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Hon, T. Walker: They have their billets
to consider.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Tt does not affect
their hillets. They go there merely to see
that the children are well looked after and
that the money subscribed to the institutions
is being expended to advantage; whereas s
magistrate, when he goes, goes out of curios-
ity, or to satisfy the curiosity of some person
outside. .

Hon. P. Collier: There have been instances
of nseglect, such as oecurred at the Swan
Boys’ Orphanage.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Isolated instances
of the sort are uvhavoidable. Tt must be
remembered that visitors are welecomed by
those in charge of the institutions. I am
afraid that the supervising duties would be
foun( insufficient to warrant the appoint-
ment of a special magistrate, that they would
not occupy his full time. To my thinking it
would be betier to add the necessary visiting
to the duties of a departmental officer. I
have known determined attempts made to
take pgirls from our institutions, girls who
were being kept there for their own good.
Efforts bave been made to ridicule Western
Austrglia in respect of the care of some of
those girls. 'We were once threatened by a
publication in England, in consequence of
which we eommunicatéd the whole of the fasts
to the Agent General. The officers of the
department visit these institutions and see to
it that the chiidren are well looked after. In
my opinion this provision for a special magis-
trate is merely to satisfy coriosity.

Mr. ROCKE: The provision will prevent
estimable women from visiting the institu-
tions, Possibly women inspectors visit the
institutions to-day, but they go there in an
official ‘eapacity, and, in consequence, it may
be that we do not get from them a perfectly
frank opinion,

The Honorary Minister: I think you will
find the opposite is the case.

Mr. ROCKE: Every precaution should be
taken to see ‘that the institutions are con-
ducted to the best advantage of the ehiidren.
Even the women who sit ¢n the Children’s
Court beneh will not be permitted to visit
institutions. They at least should be allowed

"to see that institutions are being properly

conducted.

The Honorary Minister: What is to pre-
vent them?

Mr. ROCKE: The Bill provides for a
special magistrate, and a woeman cannot be
a special magistrate.

The Honorary Minister: There is nothing
to prevent women visiting.

Mr. ROCKE: Defects, which would not
be noticed by men, would he detected by
women,

The Minister for Mings: There are women
inapeetors.

Mr, ROCKE: Provision should be made for
gpecially appointed inspectors, including
women, to inspect institutions on behalf of
the children.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: One might
conclude from the arguments advanced that
no woman could visit institutions to make
inspections, but such is not the ease, There
are women in the department whose duty it
is to visit institutions and report. If they
find anything wrong, they not only point it
out, but get the Government to ingist on the
ingtitution altering its methods, if necessary.
The hon, member’s suggestion would result
in the court visiting an institution, and merely
causing gossip and comment without rectify-
ing defects. There is teo leen a desire to
get people to carry the responsibility for
alterations which the public do not desire.
Officials should carry the responsibility, and
they dare not créate scandal., Troubles will
arise, and the Government must be able to
pin the respousibility to the offieial who
shonld rightly bear it.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—Substitution of. new section for
Section 18:

Hou. P. COLLIER: Do the Government
intend to appoint members to children’s
courts? Will it be open to any and every
justice to go the Children’s Court, or will a
special magistrate be appointed for that duty
alonet

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Where
there is sufficient work for a special magis-
trate—the only place I know of is the metro-
politan area—such will be appointed.

Hon. P. Coller: TIs it intended to have
others with him% )

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
will be appointed as well.

Hon, P. Collier: Paragraph 2 states '‘ The
Government may also appoint such persons,’’
Is it intended to appoint themt?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is, as
well as the special magistiate. ’

Clause put and passed.

Clause G—agreed to.

Clause 7—No¢ summong to be issued in’ cer-
tain cases:

Mr, ROBINSON: This and the succeeding
clange deal with offences and the committing
of children to institutions. Where a child
has committed an offence, probably an insti-
tution is the best place to send it. But in
many instanges c¢hildren, eharged with
offences, would be a thousand times better
off if removed.to another home or {6 con-
genial surroundings than if herded in an in-
stitution. Do the Government favour insti-
tutions in the first instance, or homes?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: BSection 23 provides
for that. .

Mr. ROBINSON: That section relates to
Qestitute or neglected children, This clanse
refers to a child charged before the eomrt
with an offence, and the only remedy is to
send such a ehild to an institution,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Canning was a member of the Cab-
inet which discussed this Bill before it was
sobmitted to Parliament, and should know
the policy of the Govemmentr whiech has un-
dergone no change.

They

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W. C. Angwin: ™This is the Bill as
amended by a select comwmittee.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But in
this respect it iy the same, Cabinet is of
apinion that homes are better than iustitu-
tions. I do not underrate the work of the
latter, but I believe in the influence of the
home. The department 43 doing more in this
direction every year. .

Clause put and passed.

Clause 8-—TIn committing fo an institution,
court to have regard to the future of the
child:

Mr. THOMSON: I move an amendment—

That after ‘institvtion’’ in line 1, the
words ‘‘or a private heme’’ De inscrted.

Under the elanse as printed, the eourt would
have no alternative to sending a child to an
institution.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I suggest using the
vords in the prineipal Act ‘“or place of some
respectable person.’’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The inter
pretation of ‘‘institution’’ in the Act covers
all institutions set out in the schedule and
other places for the time being under the
supervision of the department. If a child
were committed to a private home, that home
would be under the supervision of the de-
partment for the time being.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The same as foster
mothers. )

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Mr. Pilkington: This clause. does not give
power to comniit a child.

Mr., THOMSON: In view of the Minis-
ter’s explanation, I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Clauge 9—Conrt may refrain from reecord-
ing convietion or from impoging punishment
or fine: ] .

The MINISTER I'OR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That in lines 7 and 8§ the words ‘‘from
reeording such - convietion or'’ he struck
out and at the end of the cluuse the words
‘‘or without proceeding to conviction dis-
miss the complaint’’ be inserted.
Aumendment put and passed; the clanse as

amended agreed to.

Clanse 10—Amendment of Section 24:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I meve an
amendrhent—

That at the beginning of the paragraph,
the word ‘“or’’ be inserted, and that in
Jine 3 the word ‘‘he’’ be struck out, and
““guch ¢hild’’ be inserted in liew,

Ameridment put and paesed.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: I move a further
amendment—

That the following words be added to
the end of the elause: ‘‘or during such
shorter period =28 the court may think
suffieient.’*

I intend at later stages to embody a similar
provision in other parts of the Bill. As the
position ia to-day, the court has been acting
illegally: they have convieted children for
periods, sometimes short and sometimes long.
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Discretion should be left to the court to'say
whether the Government sbhould have control
of the child until it resches the age of 18
years. In some instances the parents are
caused unnecessary worry. Let me give an
instance. A boy whom I know very well
found a quantity of copper wire which was
put into the river so that it might be re-
moved at night., The boy informed the police
of his disecovéry and the people who owned
the wirs made the lad@ a present of a gninea.
It was reported afterwards that an orange
had been taken from a Chinaman’s cart by
the same boy, He wag brought before the
court and committed to an institution for a
month. The boy was honest; what he did
was only a lad’s freak. The Minister took
up the matter and quashed the conviction.
If the court had been able to exercise dis-
cretion it would have been better,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I accept
the amendment as the department desires
that the position, as explained by the hon.
mamber, shonld exist,

Améndment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move a
further amendment— '

That paragraph (d) be struck out.
Tt is unwise in dealing with children in this
manncr that the department should have the
opportunity of reviewing the decision arrived
at.

Hon. P. Collier: And it is contradictory to
Section 28 of the primeipal Aect.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
a criminal action; it is a question of how we
are to eare for child life, and if we aré going
to put the department, or even Parliament,
in the position of having to comply in every
regard with the directions given by the
court, the best thing to do will be to hand
over the Children’s Department to the court
and say ‘*Here is as much money as you re-
quire to carry on.’’ Under the cirecnmstances,
we might delete the clansge.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 11—The couxt may vary or reseind
any order:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move an
amendiiant— )

f“That the elanse he struck out.”’
Tho clanse would result in a good deal of
frietion between the department and the court
and there would be a general mix up,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: And it is inconsist-
ent with Section 28 of the principal Act.

Hon. T. WALKER: The clause gives the
conrt power to review a deeision and to
listen to new evidence, if necessary. Some-
thing of the kind is required either on the
part of the court or some other authority.

The Minister for Mines: Would you like
to conduct an appeal before the same court¥

Mr. Hudson: Tt is frequently done.

Hon. T. WALKER: The department should
have the power it is proposed to provide; they
are more easily approached. We do not de-
sire to have too many formalities, too many

stern sets of rules and precedents in govern-
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ing child life. I prefer the department to
have the awthority without taking away the
power under Section 38. There should be
some chance of review by the court itself,
to make amends for its errors. I do not like
the claunge as it stands, and neither do I like
the suggestion for its entire removal. There
are times when the officers of the depart-
ments and the police are at loggerheads, and
who is to decide between them? We must
have an independent tribunal that ean hold
the balance equally between the parties.

Mr. PILKINGTON: The clause iz a very
useful one. We are not dealing heve with
eages similar to those which go belore the
Griminal or Supreme Court, where the decision
is absolutely final subject, of course, to the
Governor in Couneil. The court, after ordain-
ing that a child should be dealt with, may
find subsequently that the conditions are
changed, and there may be good reasons for
a parent or guardian urging that a child
should be released. This elanse would largely
meet the objection, raised by the member for
North-East Fremantle, to the provision as to
the detention of children until they reach
the age of 18. The intention is to enable
tho eourt to have the conditions changod, anid
to alter an order which has heen made. This
wil] enable the court to perform its dnties
in a proper manner. I regard the clause as
a wise and reasonable one,

" The MINISTER FOR MINES: The dele-
tion of this clause will not prevent the eourt
from reviewing any decision it may make,
or from recommending fo the Minister that
its previous decision should be varied,

Mr. Pilkington: It bas no powcr {o hear
the case again.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ prefer
that position. There are hundreds of peaple
in the community who delight in waking com-
plaints, probably more s¢ in conmuection with
this department than any other. Tnder this
clanse it is almost mandatory upou the court
to meet all complaints. Tf this power is
granted to the court the department will be
required to send officers into different dis-
tricts in order to appear before the local
courts to answer complaints made by parents,
guarclians, or otheér interested persons. All
this wonld mean additional expense to the
department. The powers necessary in these
matters are aiready provided, To retain the
clause would be to add considerably to the
cost of the administration of the department.

Hon, T. WALKER: I cannot see how the
deletion of the clause will render the adminis-
tration of the department more economieal,
The object of the clause is to charitably con-
sider the case of a child.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: No.

Hon. T. WALKER: It will not be used to
vary an order to give greater punishment te
the child, ]

The Minister for Mines: It could be.

Hon. T. WALEER: But it would not be,
‘What time has the department - in which to
hear all these cases and determine when a
variation of an order should be made?
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is too much
eriminality about the courts altogether.

Horm, T. WALKER: I admit that, as
things are at present. There is ample room
for reform in regard to our criminal court.
The object, however, is to bave o speeial
eonrt for these children, and it is supposed
that the bench will be made up of persons
whe have an intimate knowledge of child life.
At present justices of the peace are placed
on this bench, and sit precisely. as if they
were gitting in the police court. With a
special beneh what harm would there be in
permitting it to review a deeision given some
weeks before? We cannot open too wide
the door so that every kind of justice may
be meted ocut to these children.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: That is why I want
it out.

Hon. T. WALKER: And that is why I
want it in. I hope the Committee will retain
the clange in the Bill. It does unot prevent
the department from acting as it would act
under Section 38,

The Minister for Mines: It compels the de-
partment to take action in cases where this
would be unnecessary.

Hon. T. WALKER: Not at all. There is
no compulsion in the matter. This tribunal
is supposed to be & special court aeting in-
depenilently upon cvidence placed before it,
and is not supposed to deal with a child as
the Criminal Court would deal with prisoners.
What harm is there in giving t¢ parents
the tight to appeal to this speeial court on
fresh evidence submitted? It is only fair
play that this should be allowed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The principal Act
provides all that is necessary for the rehear-
ing of a case, reducing a sentonce, or Te-
leasing altogether a comvicted child. The
member for Kanowna asks to whom an appeal
could be made, I should say that an appeal
could be made to a reasonable Minister,

Mon. T. Walker: There is 2ot one here,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Every case of a
relense is gone into by the. Minister after
inquiry has been made by the oficials of the
department. The surroundings of the new
home to which the child is to go are also
explained to the Minister, and any changed
conditions laid before him. .

The Minister for Mines: And parents write
to the Minister also, .

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: This provision has
been inserted for the express purpose of tak.
ing control from the Minister. The desire is
that the full control should be vested in the
State Children Department. In nine cases
out of ten, the parents of the child are con-
sulted as to the institution to which the child
shall be committed; religicua views are res-
pected. A pamphlet dealing with _tlns Bill
quotés a ecase to show that the Minister was
wrong in releasing @ certain child that had
been convieted; but the case occurred under
the old Act of 1907, and no case of later date
has been quoted, The Minister takes extreme
¢are in the case of a child alleged to have
been wrongly convieted. The clanse as it
stands is quite sufficient,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. PICKERING: We have gone to a
great deal of trouble to provide machinery
for the ereation of a special court which will
treat children asg leniently as possible. The
Minister and his officers would not have the
same qualifications for dealing with the ¢ases
of children as this specially coustituted
court would have, If, as the Minister states,
the Colonial Secretary is now inundated with
appeals, then plainly it is not possible for
bim to give full consideration to each case.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I want
the Committee to understand the position,
and the advocates of economy to understand
what expenses they are heaping up. The
Minister is likely to be soft-hearted rather
than hard-hearted. TUnder this clause the
court will have to re-hear a case if appliea-
tion is made by either the parent or the
guardian or the department. This is going
to be a special eourt, not bound by the iron
rules which govern the procedure of other.
courts. Tf, nnder this measure, the eourt and
the department do not work together, all onr
efforts will have been in vain, We do not
want the department to appear before the
eourt as in the nature of a defendant. The
member for Kanowna knows that, as Attor-
ney General, he has been asked to vary or-
ders of the eriminal court; but he also
knows that he never took upon himself to
do so withont consulting the judge or magis-
trate who adjudicated in the case. What [
am nervous about iz the nnmber of appel-
lants. People appeal to the Minister week
after week, making another application as
soon as one has been refused. So the de-
partment will have to be continually making
investigations and continually sending offi-
cers to the court to prove that the conditions
have not varied since the order wag made.

Mr. Pilkington: The departmental investi-
gation i3 not a proper investigation,

The MINISTER I"OR MINES: I koow of
no case in which a parent or guardian has
requested that an order of the conrt be
varied and in which there has not been a
proper inquiry by the department. After all,
the department are the Government, and the
Gavernment are the people. We do mnot want
to make this ecourt something on the pattern
of our ordinary courts. In the eircumstances,
having called the attention of the Commit-
tee to what is proposed, I am satisfied. But
hon, members will presently wake up to learn
what expense they are heaping on the coun-
try.  Appeals are absolutely eandless. ’

Hon. P. Collier: If there are going to be
appeals, let us set up a speetial court of ap-
peal.

Mr, MUNSIE: The reason of the elguse is
that the present members of the children’s
court consider that the department treat chil-
dren too leniently, not that the department
treat children too harshly. What happens is
that, upon a child being committed to an
institution for four years, there is an appeal

-made to the Minister after 18 months to

send the child home; and the Minister, in
thé kindness of his heart, wants to do so.

. But I consider he ought not to have that
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power. If, after the child has spent three
months in an institution, the department
think the child shonld go back to the par-
ents, T am quite willing that course should
be taken.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 pan.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
like the ciause as it stands. If we consider
the object zought to be attained, and con-
sider also the remedics provided by the Act,
jt will be seen that there is no necessity for
the clanse, at least not in its present form.
Section 38 of the Aet gives the Governor
power to order the release of any child, The
only additional power of any Iimportance
given by Clause 11 is the power to vary or
rescind an order ‘made by the court.  The
question of recision is not of importance,
becanse it is not necessary to record any
onler made by the ecourt.  What is really
sought to be effected by the clause is that
the court shall have power to vary its own
order. The members of the court say ‘‘In
our conrt we see more of what is necessary
for the children than does the average per-
son who sits on the Yench, and eireum-
stances may arise which wonld lead to a
degire on our part to vary our own order,’’
That is a very laudable desire, but of course
it is qmte contrary to all ideas which pre-
vail in eourts. How far can a remedy of
this kind be carried out! A child may be
detained in the institution antil 18 years of
age. The order may have been made when
the child wag 12, If there is any virtue in
the provision, surely the same court must
git to vary the order as that which made the
ovler. It would be ridiculous fo have three
or four pecple making an order, and a tot-
ally different set of people varying that
order,

Hon. P, Collier:
all our courfs? -

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Only by
way of appeal from the decisicn of one
judge to the ruling of two or three judges.

Hon. P. Collier: This conrt wants the
right of appeal to itself,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
strictly speaking, is improper. If we are to
have any satisfactory decision, the only
court which could vary its own deeision
would be a court cognisant of all the cir-
sumstances.

Mr. Hudson: But the appeal may be made
years afterwards.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
raises another difficuity. If wsome years
were to elapse, it might be impossible to get
togather the same court as that which made
the order. Also in such a re-hearing all the
original witnesses shonld be brought before
the court. Where are they likely to he
found, and to what expense would the Gov-
ernment be put in bringing them together?
From a practical point of view, the idea is
unworkable. If we had power given to the
Governor-in-Council to release a child or res-
cind or vary an order made, there would be

Does not that happen in

Which,
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no necessity for calling the same court
together again and re-calling all the wit-
nesses. That, T think, is a provision which
would get us out of the difficulty.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: T do not think
the Minister’s suggestion would effeet any-
thing. The only applications to be antmx-
pated will be those for release.

The Attorney General: Power
exists for granting that, )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It might happen
that the Minister would not be satisfiad with
the eonduct of the child, or perhaps would
not be satisfied with the enviromment into
which the child, if released, wonld have to
go, and so he might postpone the applica-
tion for three months or more. A child may
be detained until 18 years of age. If ve-
lessed from an institution by the Minister,
the child would have the balance of the term
hanging over him, and sv would be afraid
that, if he did anything wreng he would be
sent back. One method which has been
adopted is that of boarding out a child
with his parents instead of committing him
to an institution. Hé is still maintained as a
State child and; if he does anything wrong,
he is at once amenable to the department
and ean be consigned to an institution. See-
tion 38 of the Act provides all that is neces-
sary.

Hon. T. WALEER: I.ecannot understand
the Attorney (lemeral’s reasoning. He tries
to raise imaginary difficulties.

The Minister for Mines: They are real

Mr, Pilkington: They do not exist in other
cases Where a re-hearing is allowed.

The Minister for Mines: This is not a
matter of ome re-hearing, but of continual
ré-hearings,

Hon. T. WALKER: It is imaginary to
suggest that all guardians and parents are
mad and will be continually requesting re-
hearings. If there is a diffieulty now, what
is to prevent the parents heing anxious to
obtain a re-hearing from the Minister$

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Which is the better
for the child, the court or the Minister?

Hon. T. WALEER: We should eclose no
door against those who wish to appeal for
right and justice. This would mean c¢losing
one door. Section 38 provides a very cum-
bersome method of appealing. If a parent
wighes his child to be released, he has firat
to go to the department and eonvince the
.officers there. They in turn have to ‘con-
vinee the Minister, who has to convince
Cabinet before the matter can bhe brought
before the Governor-in-Covneil.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have you ever heard
of one case being proceeded with in that
way?

Eon T. WALKER: No, but that iz the
course to be adopted, and it is for only one
definite purpose—release,

Mr. Hudson: Supposing it is desired to
shift a chill from ome institution to am-
other?

The Minister for Mines: The department
can trangfer it to the other department at
once.

already
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Hon, T. WALKER: It might be desir-
able to mitigate an order.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: There is no severity
here,

The Attorney General: If you substitute
““Governor?’’ for ‘‘court,’’ will that suffice?

Hon. T. WALKER: That would only pro-
vidé a new avenue, The prerogative of
merey vested in the Crown does not take
away the right of courts to vary an order or
grant an appeal. Every person should have
the fullest right to complete justice. This
procedure might not be availed of. Even a
good thing might be abused, but the fear of
abuse should not be advanced as an objection
to giving means for the fullest juatice. The
Attorney General’s argument that it would
be difficult to assemble the same court has
scarcely any bearing, The court is con-
tinuous.  Circumstances might arise during
the course of the child’s inearceration that
rendered it desirable -to vary the treatment.

The Attorney General: Could not that be
taken into consideration by the Governor-in-
Council?

Hon. T. WALKER: It might be, but it
could be considered by the court. In the de-
partment there is no machinery for taking
evidence, whereas a court must conduet its
inquiries with some degree of exhaustiveness.
A privileged tongne might get ears .in a de-
partment where evidence is not strictly es-
sential, We should not take away this right
to appeal for justice in the treatment of
ehildren,

Mr. PILKINGTON: If it is correct, as
has been suggested, that this clause is in-
tended for a purpose not stated on the face
of it, T fail to see what that purpose can be,
A bogey bhas been raised.
pose from the Attorney General’s remarks
that o re-hearing is something novel, but re-
hearings are made in maintenance, affiliation
and bankruptey cases. It used to be the
regular_practice of the old court of ehan-
cery. Why ig this power of re-hearing not
abused in other conrts and why should it he
abused in this court? It is not worth while
to make a trivial applieation, because any
abuse ean be dealt with.  The suggestion
that the Governor-in-Counecil is a substitute
for a re-hearing is guite ineérreet. The re-
hearing would be a judieial proceeding in a
court, but the proceeding before the Gover-
nor-in-Council would not be a judieial pro-
ceeling, The parties K would not be able to
appear before the Governor-in-Council and
give eovidence, If the clause iz actually
abused in practice, and the court is unable
to cope with the applications, the Minister
would then be able to make out a strong case
against it. I see mo reason to anticipate
abuse any more than in other cases in which
litigants can ask for a re-hearing in regard
to an order.

The Attorney General: You have not much
knowledge of human nature if you cannot,
gee it.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The posi-
tion as we know it is that one appeal can be
made to-day and another to-morrow.

‘door to leave open?

One would sup- -

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Pilkington: .And you cannot stop it,

‘The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no obijection where applications can be dealt
with by the department, but if a man went
to the court in Leonora, we should have to
send up an official to show that the condi-
tions were not changed, and the country
would have to pay the expense.

Mr. Hudson: What if the conditions are
changed¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then an
application c¢an be made to the department.
I do not wigh the children to be mixed up
with the malutenance, affiliation and other
cages quoted,

Hon. T. Walker:
this very measure.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why not
include lunacy cases? Appeals in such cases
are made day after day. Is it desirable that
we should definitely state in the Bill that the
court on an application by the department or
the parent or guardian may vary the order,
and at the same time to allow the Governor-
in-Couneil to do likewise? Is that the proper
course to adopt? If those words are to be
in an Act of Parliament the proper course
will he for the Government to say, ‘‘¥ou can
go to the eourt with your application.”’ The
member for Kanowna wants the door left
open, and the member for Perth says ¢‘Send
them all to the eourt.’’ - Which is the better

They are provided for in

Hon. T. Walker: Leave both wide open.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The people
who are responsible for the wording of the
clanse had it in their minds that the depart-

‘ment should not interfere with the decision

of the court. Do hon. members know of a
single instance where the department have
not acted wisely and leniently in connection
with ¢hildren who have been handed over to
their control?  As there is no fanlt to be
found with the department in that respect,
let us take wp the position as we know it and
not move our ground in the direction of some-
thing which may prove to be wnsound. Wa
do not want the courts always to be occupied
with the consideration of applications to vary
orders. On the question of the control of
chiidren the court will lay down what is to
happen so far as the child is concerned.
After that it hecomes the duty of the de-
partment,

Hou. T, Walker: If I helieved all you say
about the court T should not vote for the Bill
at all, because the court is not to be trusted,

The MINISTER TOR. MINES: That is
absurd. T have no desire to get the eourt
mixed up with the administration of an Act
of Parliament.

Mr. Pilkington: You want the exeeutive
to beeomie the court. -

The MINIZTER TOR MINES: I want the
member for Perth to renlise that the care
of thé children of the State is the court’s
responsibility and the executive have no
right to shift that responsibility. We eannot
remove the responsibility from the depart-
ment. Tt mnst be remembered that the
officials of the department have to answer
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to the Minister, and the Minister is respon-
sible to the House. The members of the

court, however, may be there to-day and
may resign to-morrow.

Clauge put and negatived.

Clauses 12 to 16—agreed to.

Clause 17—Amendment of part VII. Beg-

ging or performing or work connected with
race horses by children under 16 forbidden:

Mr. SMITH: The last line of paragraph
(a) refers to children offering anything for
sale. T am not quite clear as to whether the
clanse is intended to prevent newsboya offer-
ing their wares for sale. If o, that would
he most unfair to those lads who are earn:
ing their livelihood by selling newspapers.
The sale of newspapers by lads has gone on
almost from time immemorial,

The Honorary Minister: Making Sunday
mornings hideous.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The para-
graph is taken from the New SBouth Wales
Act, and T have not heard any of the news-
papers in New South Wales going into the
bankruptey ¢ourt in consequence. The para-
graph, however, muat be read in connection
with the whole clause, Its aim is to prevent
children begging or being uwsed for that pur-
pose.

Hon. P. Collicr: Under the guise of selling
something,

" The Aftorney General: That is so.

Mr. Green: Will the Attorney General ex-
plain what is meant by the marginal note
which relates to racehorses?

The Minister for Mines: The marginal
note does not mean anything. T

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The first part o
the clause gives the department power to
license & child of the age of 12 to engage

in street trading, and the paragraph deeclares

that they shall not offer anything for sale if
they are under the age of 16 years. I desire
to find out whether the paragraph will not
interfere with any child who, for example,
might be assisting its parents in a small
store.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, it

deals with begging. - Read the whole clause.

I give the hon. member an assurance that

* what he feared is mot intended. If there is
any doubt about it, the Bill can be re-com-
mitted and the clause redrafted. The ob-
ject is to prevent any person allowing 2
child to offer anything for sale when the
real object is to heg. v

Mr. Smith: How can they do that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: BEasily;
what do they do with matehes?

Hon. T, Walker: The clause is not clear.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It can be
re-comrmitted.

Mr, WILLCOCK: It can be made clear by
adding the words ‘‘offering for sale,’’ after
the word ‘‘pretence.’’ It will then read,
‘‘For the purpose of begging or receiving
alns . . . . whether under the pretence of
offering for sale, of singing, playing, ete.’’

Hon. . WALKER: The paragraph ia not
¢lpar and should be postponed and re-drafted.
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I can support the intention of the para-
graph But not ita present wording. .

The Minigter for Mineg: I eannot see how
the hon. member can be confused in this
matter, There i3 no room for any misun-
derstanding,.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1If a child sells a
thing in the street there can he no offence.

The Minister for Mines: We propose to
make it an offence.

Hon. T. WALKER: If a child sings or
performs and is paid for so doing, he has
earned this' payment, and yet we are told
that he would be begging alms. There is
a confusion in this clause regarding a number
of points which should bhe taken separately.

- It should therefore be postponed.

The Minister for Mines: 1 think the para-
graph is clear epough,

“Mr. ROCKE: I move an amendment—

That in paragraph (b) the word ‘‘four-
teen’’ be struck out and ‘‘sixteen?’ in-
serted in liew,

It is wrong that a child should be allowed
to cnter into a racing stable at the age of
14. If we are desirons of protecting the
child life of the State we should certainly
amend our present legislation in the diree-
tion I propose.

Mr. PICKERING: I support the amend-
ment. The environment of a racecourse is,
in my opinion, much more harmful to chil-
dren than is.the oceupation of hegging.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should like to hear
those members, who are followers of the
sport of racing, on this matter. There
iz something to be said for the
amendment.  Apparently it is consid-
ered to be more harmiul for a child
to earn his living on the stage than on a
racecourse, Ia the atmosphere of a racing
stable sweeter and purer than' that of the
stage? - ‘

The Honorary Minister: A well-condacted
racing stable affords the strietest discipline
for a bey. ‘

Hon. P. COLLIER : 1Is it necessary to
apprentice a boy to this profession at so
young an age as 149 If go, this is the age
at which a boy is more likely to be influ-
enced in the wrong direction than he would
be at the age of 16, I have yet to be con-
vimced that the sport of raeing would be
interfered with if we did raise the age in
this way. ) }

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 eannot
answer the point raised by the leader of the
Opposition, but I do know that this Bill was
carefully considered by a select comurittee
in another place, and that committee must
have had goed reason for altering the origi-
nal draft of the Bill, as they did, from 16
to 14, If a boy desires to take up racing
as & calling I do not see why he should he
prevented from doing so. I do not know
that the smrroundings of a racecourse are as
bad as some people imagine.

Mr. Rocke: It is the influence of the sur-
roundings that is bad. -
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The MINISTER FOR MINES; If the
Committee desires to raise the age to 186,
I do not know that I have any serious ob-
Jjection,

Mr. DUFF: I suggest that the select
committeé referred teo was guided in its
viewa by the fact that the average hoy
finishes his schooling at 14, and has, on
leaving school, an opportunity of adopting
this life as a profession. As a matter of
fact, many beys ride horses at a younger
age than 14, ’

Mr. FOLEY: I differ from the member
for Sonth J'remantle as to the atmosphere
of racing stables, taking them all round.
The boy apprenticed in a racing stable at
the age of 14 years is protected, and he
has the opportunity of seeing in good time
whether he cares for the business, More-
over, by apprenticing him at that age there
is a period of two years, from 14 to 16, to
ascertain whether he is going to hecome too
heavy for the profession of a jockey; and
if from any canse he Proves unsuitable, he
can turn to another vocation at the age of
16. Some of the racehorse owners and
trainers of this State are as réputable citi-
zens as we have,

Hon, P, Collier: No one has denicd that.

Mr. BROWN: I support the amendment.
The object of this legislation is te enable
hoys to do some good for themselves, Parents
who are unwise enough to apprentice their
son in & racing stable at the age of 14 are
depriving him -of the opportunity of grow-
ing np into an averhige man. Horses should
be compelied to earry heavier weights, in-
stead of boys being compelled to grow up
undersized.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I hope the Commitiee
will retain the age of 14, A select committes
of another place, which recommended the
adoption of that age, took exhauvstive evi-
dence from trainers regarding the allegedly
detrimental effects of a racing eareer., I
have read the evidence, which shows that
the trainers exercise the most carsful super-
vision over the boys. The environmént of
a racing stable is no worse, 1f no better,
than the atmosphere of many other employ-
ments, Boyas must take to the work of a
jockey at a very early age. If they grow to
large dimensions, their rocing career.is very
short. The sweating process for the pur-

pose of redueing weight, concerning which |

s0 mueh is heard, iz adopted by grown men
in order to be able to ride horses which have
been, as the phrase goes, pitchforked into
events. The evidence of the seven or eight
trainers who were examined by the select
ecommittee shows clearly that it is neces-
savy to apprentice boys at a very early age.

Mr. PICKERING: Members opposing
the amendment are considering the sport of
racing, but are not congidering the hoy at
all, There is s great deal of uncleanliness
connected with racing, and the environment
is not a healthy one. Moreover, the boy is
stunted for the sake of the aport.

[ASSEMBLY.] :

Mr. WILLCOCK: In considering the pro-
posal to prevent a boy from starting on the
career of a jockey until he has reached the
age of 16, we must bear in mind that 18
months or two years will elapse before he
will be able to ride in & rvace, exespt one
reserved for apprenticea. The most success-
ful jockeys have, as a rule, reached the
zenith of their fame at the age of 17 or
18, 'The two leading jockeys in England
recently were both under the- age of 19
years, The adventurous calling of s jockey
is one to be pursued only by the young.

My, ANGELO: I am afraid that if the
amendment is agreed to, the jockey in West-
ern  Australia will be considerably bandi-
capped as against his Eastern confrére, who
will have two years’ advantage over the West
Australian boy. Racing is a business to-day,
and we must not handicap our lads in the
way suggested. If a boy is to be apprenticed
to racing, the sooner he learns to ride the
hetter, For that reason I will oppose the
amendment.

Mr. HARDWICK: T have been a jockey
myself. ’ T

The Minigter for Mines: Yes,
jockeyed yourself in here.

Mr, HARDWICK: And I hope nobody
will jockey me out. I have ridden in races
on the Perth course.

Mr. Foley: Weére you not caught in the
barrier once?

Mr, HARDWICK: No. The member for
Forrest told me that he did a lot of riding
in the early days in Vietoria, when he
adopted the Tod Sloan attitude. I hope the
age will be permitited to remain at 14 years,
because onr boys have to remain at school
until 14 years of age, and I know many in-
stances of a boy leaving school at 14 and
‘almost immediately becoming - the bread-
winner for the family. The amendment will
serve to handicap bur boys as against the
boys of the Eastern States.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

you

Ayes . e .11
Noes .. - .o 20
Majority against . 9
AYES. -
Mr. Brown Mr. Rocke
Mr, Green Mr. Thomaon
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Waller
Mr, Jones Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Grifiiths
Mr. Plckering (Tetler.)
' NoEeas.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Maley
Mr. Apngwin Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Collier Mr. Mullany
Mr. Davies AMr, dMunsie
Mr, Draper Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Duft Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Durack Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. Willeock
Mr. George Mr. Willmott
Mr. Johnsion Mr. Hardwlck
{Telier.)

Amendment thus negatived.
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: TParagraph (c¢) pro-
hibits any child under 16 yeuars of age from
taking part in any public entertainment for
profit, or offering anything for sale, This
provision is supposed to have bheen taken
from the New South Wales Aet, but, as a
matter of fact, it is quite different from that
mensure, which provides merely that a child
of the preseribed age shall not do these things
between the hours of 10 pm, and 6 am,
althongh I admit it places a complete em-
bargo on the doing of these things by a child
10 years of age. But the New South Wales
Act containg a proviso that in certain cir-
comstances exemption may be granted by the
Minister. Under our law, the assistance paid
to a mother in respect of a child ceases when
that child reaches 14 years of age, unless of
course the child is siek, and =0 unable to
obtain employment. I think we should in
gert in this elanse a proviso giving the Min-
igter power to grant exemption in ceriain
cazes. It must be remembered that some en-
tertainments require young children for their
proper presentation, The elauge is likely to
impose considerable hardship in a number of
cases, and I suggest its postponement for
consideration gt a later stage.

The CHATRMAN: The clause has heen
debated and cannot now be postponed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
have a further subclause drafted to give the
Minister the power to grant exemptions.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Will you agree to
recommit the elanse?

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: Yes. The
whole object is to prevent boys of 14 to 18
engaging in some ceccupation at places of
amusement, and it might be desirable to give
the Minister power to grant exemption in
gpecial eases, To strike out the words sug-
gested would defent the object of the clause.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How wonld it affect
teachers training pupils$

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
not affect them unless the pupils were show-
ing for profit and reward.

Mr. JONES: I hope the Minister, in
drafting the subelanse, will not consider only
the pea-nut boys. He should alse bear in
mind the requirements of the drama. If
the Minister had not power to exempt child-
ren performing ih a drama, many of the most
desirable plays would be cut out.

The Minister for Mines: T think there
should be power to give pgeneral exemption.

Mr. ROCEE: Will the Minister define the
word ‘‘perform’’? I have known girls of
six to eight years dancing at a public enter-
tainment for a showman after ten o’clock
at night,

Mr. Green: What were you doing theref

Mr. ROCKE: If the Bill iz intended to
protect yonng children, will it meet such a
case?

Mr. FOLEY: Tf a child under 16 is not
to be engaged for public performance, pro-
vision should be made in the Bill instead of
leaving it to the discretion of the Minister.
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The Minister for Mines: You will have an
opportunity to discuss the clause on re-
committal.

Clause put and paased.

Clause 18—Repeal of Sections 97, 0§, 0%
and 105:

Mr. PICKERING: What will be the effect
of repealing these sections of the Act?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The lying-
in homes referred to in those sections are
already provided for under the Health Aect.

Claugse put and passed.

Clauses 19, 20—agreed to.

Clange 21—Addition of Sections to part
VIII.:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In the proposed
new section 107b, three days is stipulated as
the period in whiech a person, adopting a
ehild, shall give notice to the secretary of
the department. That period is too short.
I move an amendment—

That in line 6 of the proposed new sec-
tion 107h, “‘three’’ be struck out and the
word ‘‘seven’’ insgrted in lieu,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Even
seven days would he insufficient in some
cases., If a person posted the neeessary in-
timation in three days, that might be suffi-
cient.

Hon, T. Walker: People in the back
blocks might not be able to do it in seven

" days.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause.as
amended agreed to.

Clanse 22—agreed to.

Clause 23-—Insertion of new sections after
section 117:

Hon. P, COLLIER: While it is necessary
to take extra precautions for the protection
of illegitimate children, it might be possible
to go too far in the matter of inspecting
their homes. Many such children are cared
for by their mothers or grandmothers ag well
as any other child would be, and it would
not be advisable for the inspector to pry
into their homes. Where an illegitimate
child is placed out or is living with other
than its natural guardian, sueh protection
might be necessary. I hope the inspecting
officers wonld exercise these powers with dis-
cretion. When a departmental inspector calls
at a home at regular intervals, the fact be-
comes known to the neighbours, and it wounld
be distagteful ]

Hon. T. Walker: And a aource of con-
stant shame.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, to the mother
or relatives of the ehild. The Minister
should congider the question: of exempting
homes where the c¢hild is cared for by a
natural guardian,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This pro-
vision ig taken from the Sonth Australian
Act, and I am advised it has operated satis-
factorily there. Tt is preferable to have an
officer of the department, who is not given
to gossip, to do this clazs of work,

Hon. T. Walker: Generally a woman.

I aecept
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, ap-
pointed for the purpese. It is not likely to
be abused, and only by making inspections
ean we aasm'e ourgeives that the treatment
being meted out to the child is satisfactory.
The resvit is that we will probably find little
or no further inspection made,

Hon, P. Collier: It is all a maiter of dis-
cretion exercised in the administration.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
we cannot exercise discretion nnless we have
the power. TUndesirable tactics have been
adopted in conneetion with thiz watter, and
the department have found a diffieulty in
getting at the facts,

Mr. FOLEY: I realise that a man’s home
should be his castle, and althongh a child
may be illegitimate the motherly love is
there juat the same; and if the c¢hild is liv-
ing with its mother, or its grandnother, it
may be equally well looked after by either
and no one should interfere. Generally, in
these cases there showld be as’little interfer-
ence as possible. But the State should have
the right to send one of its inspectors thare.
I believe whenever it has been necessary to
do this, tact has always been used. During
the past threa years, my eyes have been
opened to o considerable extent. At the be-
gimming T would have believed what the
leader of the Opposition believes to-day. Mat-
ters of this kind come within my purview
in  connection with the military pesition
which T oceupy, and T know that these chil-
drei. are mueh better eared for when they
are with their ewn people than is the ecase
when they are boarded ont.

Hon, P, Collier: That applies to legitimate
children as well,

Mr. FOLEY: The only thing T regret is
that the State cannot be educated to the ex-
tent of appointing someone who knows all
abont children to visit homes and give the
mothers that adviee which it is so important
they should have, and of which so many of
them lack knowledge. The clause is abso-
lutely nceessary at the present time, and from
what T know of the inspectresses who are
engaged in this work, whether it be in con-
nection with the military department or the
State Children Department, they have al-
ways exercised the utmost tact.

Hon. T. WALKER: If there is one crea-
ture who should receive the sympathy of the
world at lmge, and who receives very liftle
of it, it is the mother who brings info the
world a child that has not the sanctivn of
the marriage contract. This is a perpetua-
tion of that old doetrine that regarded birth
a8 earnal and evil in itself. The child horn
of unmarried parents is still a child, and
sometimes it attains eminence Nature
does not stop her operations because an in-
dividual has her blessing or is taboo. Brain,
heart, character, dispesition, are all im-
planted in the child born illegitimately just
a8 in the case of a child born in wadlock.
The mother of an illegitimate child has all
the mother’s instinets, feelings and holinesg
that belong to those who have had their
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‘birth preceded by the most sacred and ack-

nowledged vows. If there is one thing more
than amother that helps ' to degrade the
human -race it is the way we trade upon the
woman who, in the uswal language of the
world, has fallen. TIf anything is ever likely
to liound down a human character and eover
it with eontumely and reproach for having
brought a buman being into the world, it is
this clause.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, no.

Hon. T, WALKER: Yes. An oifficer, an
inspector, a sort of disgmised policeman,
will be sent to the house to-demand an en-
trance. In that way we advertise the
womain’s shame, that is to say the woman's
misfortune, to the whole world, to the gos-
siping world, to the world that hasg not
one kindly word to offer to the woman
who las brought another ereature inte
being with a mother’s love to hless it. We
aay that becavse a child is illegitimate we
require to sce how it is looked after,

The Minister for Mines: We prevent those
¢hildren from being farmed out. We take
them: over. The mother tries to keep the
makter secrét,

Hon. T, WALEER: And why net?

The Minister for Mines: We keep the
child for her.

Hon. T. WALKER: Au officcr is sent to
the house to search it, just as we would
seareh the house of n thief

Mr. Thomsou: The next clange in the Bill
compels pub]icity.

Hon. C. Angwin: The birth of ever}'
child has to be registered.

Hon, T. WALKER: What kind of hes.rt.
and spirit has dictated legislation of this
kind? ~ I could understand it coming from
pious South Australia, but not from a com-
mon sense State like Western Australia. The
inspector will ask who is the father of the
ehild and who is the mother. The taint is
on her very garb. I thought we recognised
wmotherhood wherever it was, and gave it
some degree of sametity, even though it
took place in an atmosphere of misfortune.
But, no; we descend to the common gossip-
ing methods of Mother Grundy—curiosity.
That is what Western Australia is going fo
do with this kind of legislation. I cannot
vote for a clauge of this deseription. Give
the child that had no voice in the destiny
of its being a chance to grow up without
reproach, and get a foothold in the world.
The wmother should not have lLer shame
bruited about, her leart ecrushed, her feel-
ings humbled, her sacred ‘sense of mother-
hood polluted, by an Aet of Parliament.
That is what Wwe propose to do. Are we
progressive; are we going ahead? A human
creature i3 a human creature, no matter
whether there be a binding contraet or
whether the contract be omitted. T shall
always recognise the sanctity and nobility of
homan life, even when it does not conform
to all the conventionalities of society.

Mr. PICKERING: I recognise there is a
grave danger from over-officialdom on the
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part of those in authority as the result of
the inelusion of a clause of this kind in the
Bill. It iz an unfortunate thing that if
‘there is any shame in connection with mat-
ters of this kind, that shame always lies at
the woman’s door, and she may not be the
main offender,

Mr. Lambert: She rarvely is.

Mr. PICKERING: So much depends npon
the adininistration of the department in re-
gard to this clause. There is a danger that
the officisls nay exercise certain powers to
the detriment of the women conmeerned. A
woman would naturally seek to hide her
shnme, and every opportunity should be
given to enable her to do so. If should be
the business of the department to so frame
the clanse that there is no undue interfer-
ence with either the child or the parent. The
clause is a crude one, and should be recon-
sidered. Justice should be one of the chief
factors in dealing with these mothers.

Mr. MULLANY: I can see no necessity
for one of these children to be treated dif-
ferently from the children of married par-
ents, We should be prepared to help the
unfortunate mothers in these cases, and I do
not think the clavse will have that effect. T
intenil "to vote against it, because I do not
think it is either right or just. Tt will not
be of any help to the unfortunate mother
who has been placed in this predicament.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
afraid members have lost sight of the prae-
tieal object underlying this eclause. There is
no jintention of giving publicity to these
cases.

Mr. Mullany: Nevertheless, the unfor-
tunate mother is being treated differently
from other mothers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The con-
ditions are different. In cases of this Sort
there is a desire to hide what is looked upon
as something to be ashamed of. The mother
of such a ¢hild would often endeavour to dis-
pose of it to some other people, and when
this is done the State should see that such
child is proteeted and cared for. These
ehildren are frequently farmed out under the
earc of persons who do not aet properly
towarils them, and the result often is that
the child dees not live. 'We desire to remove
from the mother the idea that there is any
shame attachable to her. ~We are making
her feel that she has not been forgotten. We
are helping her instead of doing her an in-
jury, Have hon. members any idea of the
number of illegitimate children who are now
being cared for by the department?

Hon. T. Walker: That is not due to the
department.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is. Tt
is realised that these children are a valuable
asget to the Btate, and should be protected.
A great deal of assistance hag already been
given in this direetion, and this has gone a
long way towards making the mothers feel
that thers is no shame east upon them.

Hon. T. Walker: I know some of your
officers who have tried to taboo some of them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is

351

not the caze. We have a more complete list
of these mothers than we ever had before.

"Hon, T. Walker: I am astonished, T re-
cently had to deal with one of thése cases
myself. .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The least
said about that ease the better.

Hon, T. Walker: It is o case in which the
('lepartment. had to advertise the fall of a
woman,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
absolutely ineorrect.

Hon, T, Walker: It is not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I say it
ig; for I know the case well. Although the
hon. member had one particular case hrought
under his notice, the departmental officers
have had scores of them.

Hon. T. Walker: I, too, have had to deal

with many of them.
. The MINISTER FOR MINES: Trace of
these mothers and their children has heen
kept by the department, and it has been as-
certained that there have been 28 deaths cut
of & total of 204 illegitimate children. Thia
js most unsatisfactory, and the departmental
officers have been visiting these children to
see that they are properly cared for, I want
to see that effective means are taken to care
for these children in the directions recom-
mended by the hon. membeér. He, however,
wants these things smothered up, which may
mean the loss, of valuable lives, Whereas we
want to have regular inspections made by re-
gponsible officers. We do not send out our
inspectors in uniform, but they go out in
their nsnal attire.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: Your detectives are
not in uniform, but everyone knows them,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cur in-
spectora go into homes day after day.

Hon, P. Walker: They go so often that
they are well known.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are
inspecting homes other than those in which
these particelar children are housed,  The
Chief Justice of Vietoria, in passing death
sentence in a case of the murder of an
illegitimate child in 1917, said that these
cases required the, greatest possible atten-
tion, because hardly a week passed withont

It is

-some such child being similarly dealt with.
* All this has happened through this idea of

hnsh.
Hon, T. Walker: All for the contentment
of society! There is the room for reform.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member wants to commence at the wrong end,
and this will not be effective.

Hon. T. Walker: This will put an end to
reform.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the hon.
member is going to set out upon a campaign
to induce society to think as he does, he will
bave-a task that will take him to the end of
hiz days. ‘

Hon, T. Waiker: That is why I bave to
fight you over these things,

.The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
preaching the same prineiples as the hon.
member,
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Hon. T, Walker: You are perpstuating the
old system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not.

Houn. T. Walker: You are,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not
the old system,

Hon, T. Walker: It is an extension of the
police system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is noth-
ing of the kind. Something has to be done
in this matter.

Hon. T. Walker: Not of this kind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member does not suggest anything else.

Mr. Rocke: Can yon not exempt the home
of the natural mother and allow the inspec-
tion to be for the foster mother?

Hon. T. Walker: They must pursue the
mother,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We do not
pursue anyone, That which we have & know-
ledge of

Hon. T. Walker: Prying busybodies.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There can
be no busybodies, 'We have no people trying
to pry into other people’s bnsiness,

Hon, T. Walker: But it is so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES; We have
none in our department.

Hon, T. Walker: You only hear the reports,
and do not go amongst them. You have-not
to encounter them,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They are not bad
officers. .

Hon. T. Walker: Some are good, but not
all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Although
the hon. member wants a ehange he is going
the longest way round in order to educatc
the pnblic to accept his views. I wish the
publie to accept those views too, but want to
see something done of a practical nature, L
want to gee the Statc render such agsistance
as will save these valuable lives. To-day,
a8 a result of the system of hosh, these
unfortunate women are often indueed to do
almost anything to prevent diseovery.

Myr. Thomson: They cannot hand over their
children to any but certified foster mothers,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the hon.
member knew what we do about these msnt-
terg, he wounld see the necessity for something
of thiz kind.
is desired by the member for Kanowaa.

Hon. T. Walker: The very opposite!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In many
instances these women ask for assistance and
advice. They are sent to a particular body
of persons and that is where the tale hegins
to travel. We want these matters brought
nnder the notice of quarters from which the
tale will not travel, We want to keep these
matters dark, for the proteetion of hoth the
mother and child. Althongh it may appear
that we are appointing, what may be termed,
~ policemen, publicity is the last thing that we
degire. The hon. memhber is taking an en-
tirely wrong view, and his idea of our inten-
tions is the very reverse of what is in our
minds. He complains of existing conditions,
but nevertheless urges that they should not

~

We want to do that which-
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he altered. The Government believe that
what this ¢lause proposes is a fair and effee-
tive means of reducing the mortality of ille-
gitimate children. If evidence is brought to
me of officials of the department having
hehaved as buaybodies or having gossiped,
prompt action will be taken,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I hope hon, mem-
bers will vote against the clanse. The con-
siderations which the Minister urges in
favour of it are already met by Clause 21,
Under the present clause every mother of an
illegitimate will have her domicile inspected
for a period of six years; and yet the exist-
ing Act already provides everything needed
in that regpect. The carrying of this present
clause will open a way for the gratification
of mere curiosity. At best the clause is
quite uniecessary. A certain society to
which referéence has been made, merely dupli-
cates the work of the State.

Mr. THOMSBON: The member for Ka-
nowna isg to be congratulated on his handling
of this clause, and I shall vote against the
provision ‘The Government already have the
power which they seek. In my distriet a
man logt his wife, wherenpon a neighbour
very kindly undertook to look after a young
baby left on the widower’s hands. The de-
nartmgnt tried to compel the neighbour to
take out a foster mother’s license, although
gshe wag merely doing a kindly act.” It is
time that the mothers of illegitimate ¢hildren
and the illegitimate children themselves, had
e fair deal

Mr, DAVIES: The one effective method of
meeting this diffienlty appears to me to be
that the State should give the mother of an
illegitimate child the opportunity of hand-
ing over the child immediately after birth to
the care of the State. I understand some pro-
vision of that kind exists now, but involves
appearance at some gourt. That should be
avoided.  Every country nowadays realises
that child life must be protécted. I agree
that notice of the birth of an illegitimate
child should be given within three days.

Hen, P. COLLIER: I protest ageinst the
distinetion drawn in this Bill between the
mother of an iillegitimate child and the
mother of a legitimate child. The depavt-
ment recognise that it is esential to protect
gll ehildren, not only illegitimate ehildren.
Under Clause 25 the department propose to
take power to send one of their officers, or
an officer of the police foree, to enter any
home in which the department believe, or
have reason to believe, & child ig being ill-
treatedl or neglected. Thuzs Clause 23 will
give the department the same power in res-
pect of all children as they ask by this
clange in respect of illegitimate children,
Here are two clauses which confer the same
power on the department, Clanses 23 and
25, but the distinction is so drawn that it
must be especially mentioned that Clanse 23
gives power of ingpection in respect of ille-
gitimate children living with their mothers,
T see no reason why any sach  distinetion
ghould be drawn, The Mimister for Mines
says the time is mot yet when society will
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take the view it ought to take towards the
unwedded mother. I believe it requires much
more edueation to break down the old
Mother Grundy idea of the unwedded mother.
But, we shall all the sooner get on that
track if we wipe out the distinction in owr
Jegislation between the 1llegitimate child
and the -child born in wedlock. I think
Clause 23 cught to go out, because all the
required power is contained in Clause 25,
with which, however, I do not altogether
agree.

[Hen. G. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. MULLANY: The Minister claime
that the object of the clause is to protect
the mother and her illegitimate ehild. But
it is casy to imagine this provision having
precisely the opposite efrect. Suppose the
Minister were kind enough to offer employ-
ment to an unwedded mother, and permit her
to bring her child into his home. Would he
like the department to send amn inspector
along at any time, and time affer time, to
pry into his home? I agree with the member
for Kanowng and the leader of the Oppo-
gition that this elause is in the wrong d¢ir-
ection, and that we shonld endeavour to
place the illegitimate child on the same foot-
ing as the ehild born in wedlock.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
going to insist upon the Committee accept-
ing something which it does not desire. I
deny that the Government have in mind the
appointment of a lot of prying policemen to
give publicity to something which should not
be published. The member for Menzies sug-
gested that I would mot he pleased if, in
circumstances which he set out, the depart-
ment were to send aun inspector te pry into
my home. But it is not intended that the
inspector should pay more than’ one visit,
should come back again after he was once
satisfied that the child was being properly
eared for, The leader of the Opposition was
plainly inconsistent, for after suggesting that
Clanse 23 was not necessary in view of Clause
25, he added that he hoped to defeat Clause
25 also.

Hon, P, Collier: No. I gaid merely that
T did not agree with it ag drawn.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In what
way would the hon. member amend it? I
want hon. members to come down ont of the
heights and find a practical remedy for pre-
sent diffienlties.

Hon, T. Walker:
&t pOllQe bR}

The MINISTER FOR MI\TES I am try-
ing to get some sense into an Act of Parlia-
ment. . For the year ended 30th June last,
274 children were placed out- under foster
mothers, and only four deaths oecurred. In
the same period 284 children remained with
their mothers, or with others not paid, and
there were no fewer than 28 deaths, It is a
pretty hig margin. 'We require to do something
of a practical natwre. Tt is unquestionable
that there is much hiding of the births

Substitute ‘tsense’’ for
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of illegitimate children, and in consequence
we have a heavy mortality. The clause is an
attempt to provide against that, I believe
the provision is better than allowing things
to remain as they are. Until society is
better educated on the question of the treat-
ment of the unwedded ‘'mother, we must en-
deavour to relieve the position in a practical
way. However, I will not press the elause if
the Committee does not want it.

Hon. T, WALKER: Apparently the Min.
ister has only one idea, namely, that there
are more deaths among illegitimates than
among legitimates. What is the reasont It
is due to the scorn and.contumely that is
heaped on the mother of an illegitimate
child, a condition of things perpetuated by
legislation of this kind, catering to the popu-
lar idea, and preserving the ignorance that
obtains. The illegitimate child has not the
game chance as has the child born in wedlock.
The mother feels ashamed to walk among hér
fellows from that time, and that condition
nnpresses itself on the babe and lessens the
babe’s vitality from the moment of concep-
tion. But whilst there is this deteriorating
influence during gestation,. at the time of
birth the mother is ashamed to confess that
she has given birth to the child, She is
neglected, and the bulk of these deaths take
place in early infancy, because the child has
never had a chanee. The mother has never
had a chanee. Society has commifted a mur-
der on that babe; the babe is murdered by
the hatred heaped on the mother who has not
trodden the path of virtne. The Minister
said the publie needs edugation, but he needs
something practical. What is the praectical
thing he needs? The view he admits to be
wrong, which needs correction, which has
tept the world back and has caused these
very deaths, he cites in support of his argu-
ment. Thank goodness I am net pulling
backwards. I am mnot going back to the
czardom of Russia where poligemen watched
almost every home. If this iz what the Min-
ister ecalls practical, we lknow the tendency
of his mind. Tt has drifted hackwards, fol-
lowing the line of least resistance, taking
things as they are. That i3 his attitude of
mind. Mine is to fight what is wrong every
time it Iifts its head, The Minister tells me
to go and educate the public. I am trying
to do so and the biggest need for education
anywhere iz among members of Parliament

and Miniaters upon this very subject.

Ciavse put and negatived.

Clause 24—Agreed to.

Clanse 25—Inscrtion of seetion after Seer
tion 110:

Hon, P. COLLIER: This clause should be
modified. I am not prepared to give any and
every policeman in tlie country power te
enter any and every home at any time he
likes, if he has reasonable ground to believe

" there is, in the home, a child who has eom-

mitted an offence, or is neglected, destitute,
uncontrollable, or incorrigible.

The Minister for Mines: There is no dis-
tinction there.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No.
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The Minister for Mines: Then it must be

good. . .
Hon. P, COLLIER: While there should be
no distinction, we should not go toe far. The
clause proposes to confer extraordinary power
on the police. A child might be arrested in
the home by a policeman and dragged before
a police court to be tried. This savonrs too
mueh of government by policemen. It would
not be so bad if the power were confired to
an officer of the department, but to extend
it to policemen is far too drastic.

Hon. W. . Angwin: It is inconsistent
with, Clanse 7.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; under Claugs 7
thore is not even power to summon a ¢hild
until notice has been served. Officers of the
department  are selected becanmse of their
special qualifications to deal with children.

The Minister for Mines: I shall agree to
gtrike out the words ‘‘or member of the
police force.?’

Hon, P. COLLTER: The tendency of the
Bill is to climinate the policeman as far as
possible, but I realise the difficulty that,
in remote places, there is no officer of the
(Giovernment, except a policeman, to take ge-
tion, T move an amendment—

That in lines one and two of the pro-
posed new section 119a, the words ‘‘or
member of the police force’’ be struck out.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Clavse 25 is merely

an extension of Section 23 of the Aet. It is

almost impossible to administer such a measure *

in g large State like Western Australia, with.
out the assistance of the police. What I ob-
jeet to is that the police may arrest any
ehild liable to be tried for an offence and
yet, under Clause 7, & summons cannot be
issued without notice first being given. I
have beard it ssid that the later section of an
Act prevails; i that is so, Clanse 7 would
be ineffective.
Amendment put and passed.

(The Chairman resumed the Chair.)

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move a further
amendment—

That in Yne 5 of proposed new Section
119a the words ‘“to have committed and
to be liable to be tried for any offence,
or’? be struck ont,

My reason for asking the Committee to de-
lete these words is that while we provide for
arrest in this proposed sectiom, in Clause 7
we provide that -a summons shall serve the
purpose.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The whole
clause requires some congideration, and as the
member for North-Fast Fremantle intends
to submit a number of new clauses for the
consideration of the Committee, I move—

That. progress be reported.
Motion put and passed.
{The Speaker resnmed the Chair.)

Progress reported.

- Yes.
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. TEMPOEARY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES,

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to inform the
House that I have appointed as temporary

Chairmen of Committees Mr. Foley, Mr,
Miungie, and Mr. Piesse, .

House adfournsd at 10.85 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--WHEAT POOL, CAPITAL
OUTLAY.

"Mr. HARRISON asked the ]E[onoraa,r:,r Min-
ister:. 1, Ts the West Australian wheat pool
nnder a.n}- obligation in the way of capital
outlay to any other State wheat pool? 2,
If g0, what is the nature of the liability and
the approximate amount dve? 3, Does this
State share in any cost concerning State
wheat pools other than in the sale of wheat?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
2, A special grant of £1,000 was made
by the Australian Wheat Board to the South
Augtralian 'Wheat Scheme for the earrying
out of expcriments in regard to weevil ex-
termination; this State’s share is approxi-
mately £100. 3, Qutside of the £100 men-
tionad above--No.



